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The Darwin Initiative
project started in
October 2009. Its goal is
to help contribute to the
implementation of key
international
conventions for the
conservation of marine
biodiversity.

The project’s lead institute (University of Exeter, UK)
is working in collaboration with Gabonese
Government departments and Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs). These groups include: Ministry
of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Rural
Development of which the Direction Generale de
Péche (DG Peche) is a focal point, ANPN (Agence
Nationale des Parcs Nationaux) that manages Gabon's
National Parks, PTMG (Partenariat pour les Tortues
Marines du Gabon) — a consortium working for marine
turtle conservation in Gabon, seaturtle.org and WCS
(the Wildlife
Conservation
Society).

Key actions and outputs for the project include:

e Training workshops (e.g. use of GIS software; see
below)

e Training of Darwin Conservation Officers

e Support of a Darwin Graduate Trainee to MSc

e Compilation of a GIS Database on marine
biodiversity

e Compilation of a Marine Biodiversity Action Plan
o Creation of species and habitat maps

e Publication of scientific papers in international,
peer reviewed journals

The project has started successfully with a range of
activities across the country.
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Fisheries Training for Core Local Collaborators

Darwin Initiative (DI) staff from the UK, collaborators
from PTMG and five members of staff from DG Peche
surveillance and statistics department met for a three-
day GIS (geographic information system) workshop in
March 2010 to investigate the potential uses of
Gabon’s VMS (vessel monitoring system) to assist in
management of their registered commercial trawling
fleet. Dr Matthew Witt & Dr Catherine McClellan (DI;
Univ. of Exeter) took DG Peche staff through a
comprehensive workshop covering aspects of data
management, data processing and mapping in the
ArcGIS environment. This workshop followed on from

two days of preparatory work with DG Peche
organising computing hardware, software installation
and preliminary inspection of the Gabon VMS
database. During the March visit, Dr Matthew Witt
also gave a seminar at the Ministry (Libreville) on the
aspirations and work
plan of the Darwin . |

Project for Gabon; e it > _ '
more than 30 DG - ?
Peche staff were in .
attendance. r Witt and workshop attendees
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Turtle Day Celebrations, 2010

In 2010, National Sea Turtle Day was celebrated at five sites around Gabon and a sample of the activities carried out

is presented here:

In Cap Esterias over 130 students and local people
were involved in a town and beach clean-up,

culminating in the release of a juvenile green turtle that

had been rescued from a Libreville bar. “Aquarhum”,
named after the bar whose owners had saved the turtle
from being sold as bushmeat, swam safely off into the
sea to the cheers of the crowd. Two national
newspaper reporters and a television news crew were
present at this celebration.

In Libreville, a sea
turtle information
booth was set up in
the courtyard of the
French Cultural
Centre. Young and
old alike lined up to
receive brochures, i
posters, and stickers. Life-sized leatherback and green
turtle models were on display, and various costumes
were available for children to dress up and act out part
of the marine food chain.

Ndindi, in the south of Gabon near the border with the
Republic of Congo, held its first ever Turtle Day event
with over 200 participants. The day included football,
art competitions, films and a visit from a life-sized
leatherback turtle model - ‘Mama Turtle’.

‘Mama Turtle’ held high by the people of Ndindi
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Events in Mayumba, the site of the original Turtle
Day celebration from 2006, were well attended and
supported again this year, with over 500 people taking
part. ‘Mama Turtle’ made it back from Ndindi to
oversee a town clean-up campaign, art contests,
parades and film presentations. At one time the entire
length of the Mayumba marketplace street was packed
with people chanting “Protect Sea Turtles! Protect Sea
Turtles!”.

Finally, Gamba, in central coastal Gabon, held a
beach clean-up, an art competition for students and
showed films and presentations. Over 100 people
participated in the various activities and the winners of
the art competition got to spend a weekend camping at
a turtle research camp where they saw elephants,
monkeys and baby turtles!

Training Field Technicians

use, nest analysis, sample collection, database use and
compilation of datasheets. Many of these technicians
played active roles during the Darwin Initiative
deployment of satellite transmitters on nesting female
leatherbacks.

Two training workshops were held in Pongara and
Mayumba National Parks in the beginning of October
2009, attended by 21 and 24 participants, respectively.
The goal of these workshops was to standardise data-
gathering capacity among all the field technicians
working on Gabon’s nesting beaches, in order to
ensure rigorous scientific quality and application of
consistent protocols between sites and seasons. In
addition, the workshops helped to generate a strong
team spirit and a shared sense of purpose and
motivation for sea turtle conservation across the
country. In addition to lectures on basic sea turtle
biology and conservation, the turtle technicians also
received practical training on tagging, measuring, GPS
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