Lights Outl
What's the Problem with Beach Lighting?

Sca turtle harchlings fnd the waer by onenting
themiselves 1o the brightest and most open horizon,
which, under natural conditions, wall be the Caribbean
Sca and the Atantic Ocean. In the presence of
artificaal light, hachlings beoome confused  and
disoriented and wander avway from the sea towards the
arnficial bghting, Lost and disonented, the harchlings
oo die from dehydration, heat exhavston, predaton
of [ __.._ﬂ.._._.m crashed on .._n...l...”_. streers, Bowch _._".F-.___u.
sppear bnghter o sea furtdes than o bumans, These
lights attract the hochlings when they emerge from
iheir nests 1n the sand and making their way to the
water quickly.

Why are hatchlings attracted to
artificial lighting?

Hawchhings craed toward armfical lght sources,
_.H._n__.u..,.._.. __.__-:.. uun___._._.ﬁ.. _.mf.. SEITHEE ANSIENCTS thiar lead them
seawand 0 beaches that are ligheed naturally, The
harchlings are winally led by the brighiness and glare
af the arrificial Bphes.

How does artificial lighting affect
nesting turtles?

Amificial hghtng 5 a deterrent, but stll many sea
wirthes do nest on lghted beaches, The kevel of
__._...__I..._._._# nECEssary o deter nesting s _._-ﬂ_._nq than the
level necessary Eo musdineet _._.u.___n—__._._...__mn. Even if no
nesting occurred on lighted beaches, harchlings on
sdjacent beaches could be hammeed.

Why should I medify the lights
near my beachfront property?

Any lowerng or reducing of lights around a
nesting beach helps the wrtles.  As lighting is
reduced, hatchlings emerging on moonlit nights
and at locations far from lighted beach property
will have a better chance of surviving,

How can the needs of human beings
and sea turtles be met?

Human safety and scounty can be onsured without
endangering sea turtles. The aim is to manage light so
that it doegn't reach the nesting beach. This helps w0
reduce sea furthe harassment and mortabity. Sinée sea
turthes are a valuable resource, the protection of them
i5 in our best mierest.

What should be done with
misdirected hatchlings?

Harchling sca turtles found moving away from the
ocean should be directed o a dark spot on the beach
and allowed to walk imo the surf on ther own
Sluggish hatchlings can be placed into the ocean and
allowed 1o swim away. However, handling harchlings
should abways be a last resom.
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